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Honors students discuss
altruism at Food for Thought
By HEATHER BARKER
Author Peter Singer said
he believes members of society should do the most good
they can do by practicing
effective altruism.
The Honors College’s second
year seminar classes discussed
this topic on Friday, Feb. 10
at Food for Thought, an event
that allowed students to express
their opinions and interact with
their peers over dinner.
“One of the things we try to
achieve in the seminar is to help
students develop the habit of
reflecting on the opinions they
hold and trying to understand
why they hold them,” Associate
Dean of the Honors College
Susan Gilpin said.
Students were assigned an
excerpt from Singer’s book,
“The Most Good You Can Do,”
where he explains doing research on organizations before
donating so that the money is
used in an effective way.
“We wanted to choose a
reading that raised a thesis that
is arguable to get students to
think about where they align
themselves along this idea of
effective altruism,” Gilpin said.
“Effective altruism is finding
out where your contributions
go, how they’re used and how
you can most leverage your
contribution to benefit the lives
of the most people.”
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Honors second year seminar students attended the Food for Thought dinner Friday, Feb. 10, where they discussed Peter Singer’s book, “The Most Good You Can
Do,” and altruism.
Table arrangements were
flowed very well and everyone
ter having a rough first semester
made so students were placed
had something to contribute.
in college. He told the audience
with one or less of their classThere was never a dull moment how he practices effective
mates and a table host other
throughout the night.”
altruism by using his leadership
than their professor, who mediThe event hosted several
skills to represent Marshall
ated discussion about effective
speakers, including Marshall
through the many organizations
altruism and Singer’s book.
University’s President Jerome
he is part of.
“Before the dinner, I imagGilbert, Dean of the Honors
“I think that the speaker did a
ined that the environment at the College Nicki LoCascio and
great job of bringing the crowd
table would be awkward and
Student Government Associatogether and motivating us to
conversation would be short,”
tion President Matt Jarvis.
all work towards a common
sophomore biology major MaJarvis shared his personal
goal of improving our comdalyn Henry said. “However, I
Marshall story and how he had
munity by using our time and
was surprised that conversation
come to love the university afContinued on page 4.
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Honors students share their
study abroad experiences
By LIZ ADAMS
Studying abroad is an exciting
opportunity through Marshall University to not only earn class credit, but
also gain an interesting and eye-opening experience while traveling the
world. Studying or interning abroad
can enhance education through Marshall. This semester, several Honors
College students are studying abroad
across the world.
Ben Jones, an Honors College senior, is studying business, European
politics and French language in Lyon,
France at the Université Catholique
de Lyons. He said he has really
enjoyed meeting people from around
the world.
“I’ve been so surprised to see both
how very different and how very similar we are,” Jones said. “Although

there are stark differences in how we
view life and how we go about doing
things, we all, essentially, want the
same things: a good life.”
“Travel does not diminish the
horizons of knowledge, but rather
expands them, opening up a multitude of new worlds,” Jones said.
“Perhaps that is my favorite experience so far — the feeling of excitement for what’s to come and the
feeling of gratefulness for what has
already happened.”
Senior Will Shaffer interned abroad
in the summer of 2016 and said he
thoroughly enjoyed his experience.
Shaffer worked at Graz University of
Technology with the Geotechnics and
Hydraulics Institutes in Graz, Austria.
Through his experience, he did many
different jobs and learned various

valuable skills along the way.
“(Through this experience) I gained
some confidence in being able to fend
for myself in the real world,” Shaffer
said. “A hard working attitude and a
sense of integrity goes a long way in
the world no matter where you are.”
“My favorite part was just seeing
the world,” Shaffer added. “During
my three months in Europe, I visited five different countries. It was
by far the most memorable summer
of my life.”
Studying or interning abroad is
something everyone has the opportunity to try. There are many
internships and study abroad opportunities both for short and long
periods of time, as well as domestic
and international.
Continued on page 4.

Honors College announces
new graduation protocol
By KATHLEEN
STEADMAN
A new graduation
protocol will aim to more
accurately gather information required from
graduating students of the
Honors College.
The new process requires students, for the
first time, to come to the
Honors College office and
sign an information sheet
with the name they would
like to have appear in
the Honors Convocation
and Marshall graduation
programs. The Honors
College office is open be-

tween the
hours of 8
a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Monday
through Friday in Old
Main 230.
SandeYentes, an
advisor for the Honors
College, said she hopes

the new
procedure
will prevent
any students
from missing out
“by making sure no one
gets overlooked or does
not receive the honors
they’ve earned.”
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Students could potentially miss out on events
like attending convocation, receiving the Honors
College medal to wear
at the ceremony or being
recognized in the program
as a graduate from the
Honors College.
Students should have
received an email Feb. 8
with submission deadlines
and further instruction.
Yentes said she would
“appreciate everyone’s
prompt attention to this
request” and is readily
available to answer any
further questions.

Honors College prepares for
2021 Yeager Scholars Class
By LUCA BRAMBILLA
In 1986, Marshall University and the Honors College
welcomed the first Society
of Yeager Scholars Class.
Thirty-one years later, this
scholarship continues to
provide unique opportunities and career-determining
experiences to its eight
annual recipients.
The selection process
for the 2021 Yeager Class
began early this fall,
with the aspiring scholars completing an online
application focused on
academic requirements,
leadership experience and
essay prompts.
Cara Bailey, the Honors
College Coordinator of
Yeager Society Outreach,
said the application process
for potential recipients is a
lengthy one.
“It’s a pretty hefty
application,” Bailey said.
“You have to submit a lot of
information and put a lot of
effort into it. It’s not something that you should start
and finish on the last day.”
The application deadline was in the middle of
December 2016, then a
team worked on selecting
the semifinalists for phone
interviews, which were held
at the end of January.
Bailey said once the applicants are narrowed, they
are brought to campus for
the final step in the application process.
“After the phone interviews, we whittle the
applicants pool down by
two-thirds, and we will in-
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A Society of Yeager Scholars sign is displayed on the outside of the Honors College entrance at Old Main.
vite the remaining one-third
to campus for finalist weekend,” Bailey said. “And that
will be March 3 to 5.”
The ultimate purpose of
finalist weekend is to select
the eight recipients of the
Yeager Scholarship through
a set of interviews and
teamwork. However, Bailey
explained the other main
goal of this experience is to
make students feel like they
are part of the Marshall and
Huntington community.
Over the years, finalist
weekend evolved to better
familiarize the students with
the area and with Marshall’s

campus, as the scholarship
recipients began to come
from other states or nations.
The finalists are invited to
tour the campus and take
part in activities such as going to a Marshall basketball
game or dining at a local
restaurant.
“We would love for all
of them to come to Marshall even if they are not
recipients of the Yeager
Scholarship. Marshall and
the Honors College would
benefit from having all the
finalists,” Bailey said.
Only two weeks separate
finalist weekend from the

3

final decision, when the
recipients are officially announced and the 2021 class
will be unveiled. When
asked to describe a good
Yeager Scholar candidate
in three words, Bailey said,
“Intelligent, humble and
service-minded.”
Marshall University’s
Honors College continues
to provide life-changing
experiences through scholarships and opportunities.
The Yeager Scholarship represents just one of the many
possibilities offered by the
Honors College to enrich
the Marshall community.

Honors student receives
C-USA Spirit of Service award
By KATELYN GILLIA
Will Shaffer is a senior Honors College student majoring in engineering.
Originally from Madison, West Virginia, community service has always been
a large part of his life. With the helpful
guide of his church, Boy Scout troop
289 and his father, community service
has become a habit for him.
“Community service is something
that was instilled in me as a child,
and that made it easier to continue
service through my college years,”
Shaffer said.
Because of his record of community
service, Shaffer has recently been
awarded the C-USA Spirit of Service
award. He is one of only 14 student
athletes to receive the honor.
“Receiving the CUSA Service
Award was a humbling experience,”
Shaffer said. “Service means a great
deal to me and I hold this award near
and dear to my heart.”
A few of the projects that merited
the award for Shaffer are some that
he has spearheaded himself. In spring
of 2016, he organized a Kid’s Night
for the children who live at the city
mission, and the following fall he collaborated with Lilly’s Place, a charity
organization for drug-addicted babies,
to lead a fundraising event.

Continued from
page 2.

There is a form available
at the Honors College to
fill out with study abroad
information in order to receive class credits to fulfill
Honors College requirements when applicable.
In the past few years,
many Honors College
students have had amazing,
life-changing experiences studying abroad for a
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Will Shaffer is a senior Honors College student majoring in
engineering who has recently been awarded the C-USA Spirit of
Service award.
Shaffer said the former was his
favorite project because he really got
to know the kids and gave them something to make their day.
Shaffer is also a part of the co-ed
community service fraternity Alpha
Phi Omega. He said this organization

has been the main way he has been
able to be a part of various community
service projects while at college.
“Imagine how much better the world
would be if we all participated in community service,” Shaffer said.
Imagine indeed.

Continued from
page 1.

semester, participating in
summer trips and working in
competitive internships both
domestic and international.

talents rather than focusing
on the financial aspect
most people associate
with making a difference,”
Henry said.

If anyone has had a
study abroad or internship experience
and would like to share
the experience in The
Honors Oracle, please
contact Liz Adams at
adams355@marshall.edu.
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Left: President Jerome
Gilbert attends the
Food for Thought dinner Friday, Feb. 10.
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Honors seminar students
take on stigma of disease
By ALLY LAWHON
The Honors seminar classes for the
spring semester are in full swing. Fifteen Honors students are in Dr. Maggie Stone’s class, “Stigma of Disease,
Infection and Syndromes.”
Stone’s seminar is geared toward
Honors students wishing to pursue a
career in health and helping professions. This class gives students an
opportunity to expand their knowledge of the history of stigmatization,
particular illnesses and how society
responds to this topic.
For each disease, students will
welcome a guest speaker to their class,
including patients, practitioners and
nationally recognized scholars. The
students will experience critical think-

ing, discussion and interviews within
medical/heath related fields that work
with medically stigmatized persons.
The final project will be a Stigma
Fair presented on the Monday of dead
week, April 24. The students will
divide into groups and use interactive
and poster presentations to illustrate
specific diseases, including HIV/
AIDS, cancer and invisible illnesses.
All Marshall University students
and the public are welcome to attend
the interactive fair, where they can experience the stigmatization and study
of each disease. The location and time
of the fair will be released closer to the
end of the semester.
Shefali Khanna, an Honors student
in Stone’s seminar, is working with

The Honors Oracle Staff

her group to present HIV at the fair.
“As a science major, most courses
I take are very structured, and I don’t
get the freedom to just bounce around
ideas with my peers like I do in this
class. This class has challenged me to
think outside the box,” Khanna said.
Stone said she hopes this exercise
will produce a heightened sense of
awareness in the students. Their studies
will equip them to interact with those
patients in their careers and society.
“When they go into the real world,
they can do their jobs better,” Stone said.
Along with Stone, the Honors
students have zealous attitudes for
their upcoming projects, and highly
encourage others to join them for their
final Stigma Fair.
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